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March 1, 2017 

   E-Messenger 
          Our Mission Statement  To build a family of believers who glorify God and

       help each other become fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ   

 To go to St. Mark’s Home Page Click below    

Ash Wednesday Service 
St. Mark’s will be moving into the Christ 
season of Lent with an Ash Wednesday 
service on March 1st at 6 pm.  Lent is 
a Christian season of forty days, not 
counting Sundays, which begins on Ash 
Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday. 
The forty days represents the time Jesus 

spent in the wilderness, enduring the temptation of Satan and preparing to 
begin his ministry. 
Lent is a personal time of repentance, fasting and preparation for the coming 

of Easter. It is a time of self-examination and reflection. Christians focus on 

their relationship with God, often choosing to give up something or to volun-

teer and give of themselves for others.  

This Sunday we continue our 
look at the Apostles Creed, 
“This We Believe”.   This week 
we will examine the phrase—
”From there, He shall come to 
judge the living and the 
dead…” . 
Also  we will be commission-
ing the Rio Bravo, Mexico Mis-
sion team on Sunday at 9:45. 

 

Mom & Son  -  Bowling with the Boys 
Sunday, March 5th at 6:00 pm 

St. Mark’s will be having a 

special night for mom’s and 

sons  (Grandmother/grandson; 

aunt/ nephew; etc.).  The 

evening will include 2 games 

of bowling together (with shoes) for $7.50 a person.  

The event will be held at the AMF Bowling alley at 

23rd and Meridian.  You can sign up in the Narthex if 

you would like to attend.  We need registrations by 

February 26th to reserve enough lanes.  Take          

advantage of this exciting time together. 



2 

 
 

Dear St. Markians, 

 

Let me briefly describe the situation the 

Church in America faces and some of the 

ways we are responding. 

 

The Church in America is in decline. One indicator is that a smaller percentage of people are attending Sun-

day morning worship services. Saint Mark’s has experienced a similar decline in attendance.  

 

God is not done with us yet. The challenge is for us to effectively reach the next generations for Christ. We 

need to keep praying for lost souls to be saved and to grow in Christ. Church Council and ministry staff are 

working hard to focus time, people, supplies, money and energy on opportunities that will help reach the un-

churched.  

 

We are enhancing ministries, doing things better and asking you to be more involved, particularly in inviting 

and welcoming people to church. We are hosting more events to which you can invite others. Examples in-

clude chili suppers, picnics, and special worship services in addition to all the ‘usual’ events. We have in-

creased hospitality with the new information center, sanctuary shepherds, intentional guest follow-up, and 

testimonies.  

 

Look for welcoming events during Lent and Easter. Anticipate new Summer outreach ministries in our com-

munity, new mission opportunities, varied worship configurations, and increased intentionality to make disci-

ples who grow God’s Kingdom.  

 

Not everything we need to do will be easy, but we know that if we are to grow and thrive, we cannot keep 

doing everything the same ways we are doing them now. Reversing the trends and reaching new people 

with the Gospel depends upon each of us, on you, following Jesus. 

 

Keep praying for revival in America and for our community. Pray that we will be available and open to God, 

curious about God, and join Him in what He is doing. God is working by His Spirit in His Church.  Pray that 

you will be a part of His next move. 

 

Thanks for your prayers and your part in Jesus’ Church. 

 

God is up to something good, 

 

Pastor Keith 
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 Second Winders 
Second Winders will meet at 
noon Thursday, March 9th for 

a spaghetti 
meal pre-
pared at church.  Cost: $5. 
Come earlier for coffee and 
conversation.  

Following the meal Rachel 
Winner, manager of Skyline 
Urban Ministry, will tell us 
about how our local Methodist 
mission is in service to people. 

 

 

March 7th at 6:30 pm    

  

Mike & Kathi Fisher 

Mike is a Forklift Opera-

tor at Jasco Products.  

He enjoys a lot of differ-

ent sports and follows 

the Kansas City Chiefs/ 

Royals, Mizzou Tigers 

and the OKC Thunder. 

Mike loves to relax and 

play with his grand-

daughter , Fisher.    

Kathi works as a expanded du-

ties Dental Assistant.  She en-

joys Crochet, reading, garden-

ing and cooking.  She like to 

hike and swim and enjoys doing 

things outside and experiencing 

creation.  She also enjoys 

spending time with her two 

daughters (Dana and Jennafer) 

and with her granddaughter 

Fisher.  
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The Walk to Emmaus & Chrysalis Flights 
The Walk to Emmaus and the Chrysalis Flights are 

three-day events (72 hours) which is a spiritual renewal 

time providing an opportunity for you to learn more 

about faith, to experience Christian love and support, 

and to make new faith commitments.  The point is to 

inspire, challenge and equip you for a closer friendship 

with Christ and for Christian action at home, church, school and community. 
 

The next set of Walks and Flights are scheduled for March. 

 Boys & Girls Chrysalis Flight  - March 2-5.  To be held at Lost Creek UMC in Perkins. 

 Men’s Walk #143  -  March 9-12 

 Women’s Walk #144  -  March 23-26 

  These will be held at the Oak Park Retreat Center in Perkins. 
 

Applications are due very soon, so if you are interested please contact the church and 

we will help you and answer any questions.   
 

The Walk to Emmaus and Chrysalis lifts up a way for you to enjoy Christ’s friendship and love and to be 

Christ’s friend and partner in the world.  The three days focus on God’s grace, your experience with Christ 

as friend, what it means to be the body of Christ and giving love to a needy world.   
 

All you need to do is listen and be willing to let God begin to work in your life  - opening up new areas of 

growth, service and love. 

     De Colores 

     Kathy Hamilton 

     Walk #28 

     Table of Mary 

 

 
 
 

Kings & Queens will be having their monthly respite 

care on Friday, March 10th.  If you would like to be a 

part of this ministry contact Amanda Peters @ aman-

da@stmarksbethany.com .   

On April 8th, there will be a special sensory Easter 

Egg Hunt that will be for kids with special needs.  If 

you know a family this would be a blessing to contact 

Amanda.   

Remember to pray for our mission team going to 

Rio Bravo, Mexico.  They will leave on March 11th 

and return on March 17th.  Prayers for safe travel,  

safety, good work and the building of great rela-

tionships are all needed.   

Rio Bravo 2017 
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Women’s Bible Study 
Hosting “Paint It Pretty” Party  

Friday, March 24th, 7:00 pm 
Come out and get a little of your arts and crafts on at this great fellowship event being host-
ed by the Women’s Bible Study.  You pick your design and Paint it Pretty takes care of the 
rest.  You can choose your design from one of those below or go online to Facebook - Paint 
it Pretty and choose from over 80 designs in the “new”  section.  They provide, wood, paints, 
accessories and everything to create your own piece of art.  Cost is $35 a person.  We will 
meet in Barnett Hall.  Great place to bring a friend or family member.  For more details con-
tact Alicia Schneider or any of the women of the Bible study group.   



 

This email is coming to you from sunny Orlando as I work this week in class. I hope Oklahoma is 
warming for you this week. If not just email me and I will give you a great weather picture in Florida. 
Anyways now lets get to the happenings this week.  
 

Wednesday, March 1st-This is Ash Wednesday as we start the holy season of Lent we will have a 
church wide service starting at 6pm. I encourage everyone to come and engage as we begin this 
season. After the service we will travel to Jim's diner as a group and enjoy some food and discussion 
about the season of Ash Wednesday and lent. So bring a few bucks and get ready for a good time.  
 

Sunday, March 5th-This is the morning where our Mission Mexico team will be commissioned in the 
9:45am service. This is also the Sunday in which we will be traveling to New Covenant after Sunday 
School for our last mission team meeting. Please plan to not miss these important pieces of our trip.  
 

In the evening we will have a special event as we will do our first ever youth chopped cooking chal-
lenge. This will be a great evening of cooking, teamwork, and fun. We will run 5:30pm-7:30pm. All in-
gredients will be provided and judges will be ready and available. Hope to see all there!  
 

Thanks for the opportunity to minister with you. Blessings this week.   
 In His Grip, 
 John Hollon 
 Youth Pastor  

STUDENT MINISTRY 
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Scouting News 
Our appreciation to the scouts for their service on 

Scout Sunday.   

The Scouts of St. Mark’s want to thank everyone for 

their support of the recent Pancake breakfast.   
 

There are a couple of other exciting 

events on the horizon for the scouts.   

The Cub Scouts are hosting their an-

nual Pinewood 

Derby on March 11th. 
 

Also, we are excited that Jacob 

Berg will be having his Eagle Court 

of Honor on the 11th of March.  

Congratulations Jacob! 

UMW Sunday  
Sunday, March 19th, will be UMW Sunday.  

Our guest speaker for that Sunday will be Rev. 

Deborah Ingraham.  She is the executive di-

rector of Skyline Urban 

Ministry whose focus is up-

on serving the poor and 

needy of Oklahoma County.  

The mission is to impact 

lives, empower persons in 

need and address the roots 

of poverty in Oklahoma.  

We hope you take advantage of this opportuni-

ty to hear Rev. Ingraham as she shares the 

gospel and her story with us.   

 



 
 
 

 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE 

 
MISSION: St. Mark's Children's Ministry exists to partner with parents to equip, 
train, and  release children to be passionate disciples filled with the heart of Je-
sus to minister today! 
  

"Let the little children come to Me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 
heaven belongs to such as these."  ~Matthew 19:14 
 

  

SUNDAY MORNING: 
 

 Age    Nursery  - Kindergarten         Age   Kindergarten - 4th grade      
Time   9:30 am - 12:00 pm     Time:  9:30 am  - 12:00 pm       

                       

We have started our new series called “We Believe”.  Each week will focus on a section of the 

Apostle’s Creed for kids to learn the basic beliefs of the Christian faith.  Kids will be given tools 

to grow their faith with and get a better understanding of Christi-

anity.  Hope you can all make it. 

 

Wednesdays: 
Catching Air! 
Catching Air is a term 
many  of today’s athletes 
use to  indicate their best 
performance for those who leap, jump, or ride -  
literally to soar! 
Catching Air wants kids to realize that even though their 
strength may eventually fade, those who trust God will re-

new, walk, run, and soar in His strength! 
Each week, there will be a Bible lesson, worship time, prayer time, mission video, 
recreation, crafts, and snacks. 
Wednesdays, at 6:30 p.m. in the children's brown room.  

 
 March 1  -  I Corinthians 15:3-4  March 8  - Luke 9:23   
 March 15  - Spring Break    March 22  - Acts 2:38 
 

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY DIRECTOR:   

Alicia Schneider 

Phone: 789-9033 

Email: alicia@stmarksbethany.com  

EARLY CHILDHOOD MINISTRY DIRECTOR:   

Sharon Hunt 

Phone: 789-9033 

Email: sharon@stmarksbethany.com  
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St. Mark’s Staff 
Keith Cressman, Pastor 

Becky Roman, Mission & Music Director  

Sharon Hunt, Early Childhood Ministries Director  

Alicia Schneider, Children’s Minister 

Amanda Peters, Kings & Queens Director 

John Hollon, Student Minister 

Colin McCartney, Mid High Minister 

Pat Morford, Administrator, Communications 

Christy Kiespert, 8:30 Keyboardist 

Kevin & Jackie Swedlow, 9:45 Leaders of Worship 

Kaleb Siler,  9:45 Leaders of Worship 

Roger Pautsch, 11:00 Organist 

Jackie Swedlow, Accountant  

8140 NW  36th Street 

Bethany, OK  73008 

Facts and Figures 
2017 Budget …………..…................. 595,337.00 

Rec’d toward Operating  2/26/2017 …..….7,071.61 

Year to Date 

Rec’d toward Operating   2/26/2017 ….. 84,618.83 

Expenditures 2/26/2017 ………………..  72,924.66 

Sunday February 26, 2017  

 Sunday School …….…….. 205 

 Worship ……………….…  247 

Prayer Box 
Members, Active others known Ill or Hospitalized  

Members, others needing prayer  

Michelle Funk                 Talbot Family          
Billie Blake       Jamie Wright       
Margaret Turner       Earl & Evelyn  Moore      
Hank Brueggen       Beverly Clark              

Mackenzie Asher                     Will Kohn       
Christie Agyemang      Irene Stafford       
Dale & Jan Johnson      George &Pauly Kloss      
Pam Barnes        Rita Wurzer 
Jeff Davidson        Sara Miller 
Don & Pat Wonderly                Sandy Gordon 
Angie Jones 

Adrienne Cressman 

Ashlynn Bushey 

Avery Reimers 

Becky Harned 

Brad Cromwell 

Brian Ray 

Brianna Hardin 

Carla Brueggen 

Chris Brehm 

Chris Knowles 

Connie Petillo 

Darlene Hickman 

Dave Moore 

Don Nobles 

Dorthy Lynch 

Esther Underwood 

Harold Kessler 

Ivy Norvell 

J.B. Rackley 

James Parker 

Jeff Davidson 

Jenny Shenold 

Jess Prince 

Jillian Ferguson 

Kieth Ballard 

Kiyarra Gonzalez 

Kruse Holliday 

Kyphla Sadler 

Lauren Wurzer 

Mary Parker 

Matt Chaney 

Megan Johnston 

Nevada Norvell 

Nicholas Bentin 

Patty Groves 

Preston Risinger 

Roger Pautsch 

Ruth Martyn 

Shelby Cranford 

Trevion Collins 

William Daniel 


