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Joel Committee 8 
Joel Committee 8 

was appointed by 

Church Council on 

November 18th.  It 

is investigating 

whether focusing 

our enthusiasm, en-

ergy and resources 

on two rather than 

three worship ser-

vices, would help us 

reach our mission 

goals.  Over the next few weeks be in prayer for this 

group as they seek God’s will on these matters.  

The Joel Committees derive their name and mission 

from Joel 2:28 

The Sunday morning messages in the first 

part of 2015 will be looking at the life of Je-

sus.  January will focus on the young Jesus.  We will explore the 

implications of Jesus at the temple, his baptism and first miracle of turning water 

into wine.  Join us for this exciting journey through the life and times of our Savior. 

Vespers: A Worship Journey 

On January 25th, at 6:00 pm in the sanctuary 

come out and join with others  to seek God.  

The goal of our time together will be experi-

encing God in community by means of Word, 

song, prayer and testimony.  We will meet 

every couple of months using a variety of 

means to enter into true fellowship and   

communion with God.   

 

 



 

 

Perspectives  -  

Coming to St. Mark’s 

The best training I received for mission and ministry was not in seminary or through church program-

ming. The best understanding I gained for mission and ministry came through a course titled       

Perspectives on the World Christian Movement. 

I first took the class on the recommendation of friends. While none of us thought we could find the time 

to do it, my daughters and I have taken the class and found it worth every moment. We looked forward 

to class each week. I highly recommend Perspectives to everyone. 

While the course might first appear to target missionaries, it applies to everyone of us. You will better 

understand the heart of God and the purpose of your life as a Christian. There will be an informational 

meeting on Tuesday, January 6th, from 6-7:30 pm in room 18. 

Perspectives will be offered this spring right here at St. Mark’s. 

Class time will be Tuesday evenings, 6:00 - 9:00. First class is Jan-

uary 13th  with the last class on April 28. 

For more information, please feel free to contact me. Also, look at 

the website, www.perspectives.org . Just enter Bethany, OK to go to specifics and registration for St. 

Mark’s. 

To His Glory!      

 Pastor Keith 

 

2 

 

NEW CHURCH DIRECTORIES 

HAVE ARRIVED 

If you had your picture taken for the 

church  directory we invite 

you to drop by the church 

office and pick up your copy 

of the our new church        

directory.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

To all of you who so generously leant you nativity sets to the 

church these past few weeks to make an amazing display for 

people to look at as they visited St. Mark’s over the Advent 

and Christmas season.  There were many positive comments and it worked so well with so 

many sharing.  We would ask you if you could to pick your set up sometime before next Mon-

day, January 12th, so we can get the next display up.  We kept all the boxes you brought things 

in so ask in the office if you don’t find it.  Again, Thanks!, your sharing blessed many. 

Second Winders  
Our first Second Winders meeting/meal will 

take place on Thursday, January 8th (2nd    

Thursday).  We will have a pot lunch dinner    

followed by a program.  This is a great place for 

you if you enjoy great fellowship  and food with 

others who are on their second wind and going 

strong. 

http://www.perspectives.org


 

Come Join us! 

Discipleship Junction: Sharing God with Others 
Sharing God with Others studies the lives and ministries of Bible-time and 
modern-day missionaries.  By getting to know these heroes of faith as 
people who serve God, children will learn the importance of sharing their 
faith with others as real people. 

Sharing God with Others will help children memorize Scripture and learn Biblical rea-
sons we should share the love of God.  Help your children live a mission based life that 
focuses on others. 

Wednesdays, 6:30-8:00.  Children's Brown Room. 

 

Mark'd Kids Adventure, Sundays @ 9:45 & 11:00 
Sundays in Elementary Kids' Adventure: 

META-STORY: Life of Jesus 

Jan. 4: Wise men visit Jesus 

Jan. 11: Jesus visits temple as a boy 

Jan. 18: Jesus baptized 

Jan. 25: First miracle, water to wine 

Two Sunday school hours: 9:45-10:45 (HOUR 1) and 11:00-Noon (HOUR 2) 

     HOUR 1 is a review of previous lessons, and a craft, game, or activity related to les-
son for that day. 

     HOUR 2 has a large group Bible lesson for the day, and an application small group 

 Pastor Keith’s Men’s  

Revelation Bible Study 

Thursdays at 3:30, Room 18 

Come join this interactive 

study of Revelation. We are 

trying to figure out what this 

is all about and how it        

applies to today. 
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Sign up 



 
Student Ministries Leadership Update 

January 4, 2015 
You may have heard or are wondering where we are in the student ministry search. This is an up-
date. 
 
What has happened?    Nick Bremmer resigned effective January 1, 2015, as High School Student 
Minister. Nick is going back to school to finish his college degree and to teach. He will continue to be 
involved in St. Mark’s Student Ministry (“SMSM”). 
 
It was decided to combine the Senior High and Mid-High Student Ministry positions.  
 
This means that Kalen Hancock’s position as Mid-High Student Minister no longer exists. Conse-
quently, Kalen will be pursuing student ministry opportunities elsewhere. We are sad to see her 
leave, effective January 1. 
 
What happens next?   SPRC and the search committee has been working. A new Student 
Minister has been selected and is available June 1.  
 
Our new Student Minister is highly qualified, is a proven leader, relates well with students, parents 
and sponsors, and is familiar with the types of ministries and, in fact, the very ministries that are im-
portant to SMSM.  
 
We look forward to when we will be able to publicly announce who it is. However, we cannot do so 
yet so as not to hinder existing ministries. 
 
What do we do in the meantime?   SPRC is pleased to share that, in the meantime, Rebekah 
Cressman will be stepping in as Interim Student Minister beginning January 1. 
 
Rebekah grew up participating in SMSM. She knows many of the students, parents and sponsors. 
Rebekah is familiar with SMSM including summer camps, STRIVE, JU, and missions - both as a 
participant and, in many cases, a leader.  
 
Her leadership experience includes serving as a student ministry intern here, junior staff with Impact 
Florida, and a ministerial intern at University Heights Baptist Church, Stillwater. Additionally, she has 
been part of mission teams to Alaska, Mexico City, Guatemala, and other sites. She has attended 
several missions, ministry, and leadership conferences and seminars.  
 
Rebekah completed her BS in Economics with a minor in Recreation Management & Therapeutic 
Recreation from OSU in May 2014.  
 
She is a great asset to ministry as she helps us bridge the gap until June. I know you will welcome 
her home. 
 
Thank you 
 
“Thank you” to the Search Committee made up of Stacey Miller, Kellen Brookes, Brandy Miller, 
John Evans, Chris Teague, and Kevin Moore and to SPRC for their diligent work and, sometimes, 
difficult decisions. Thanks to their work and clearly God’s guidance and opportunities, SMSM is in 
good hands, has strong leadership and a promising future.  
 
“Thank you” to all St. Markians for your continued prayers, participation and support. 
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There are a couple of 7 foot Christmas trees that were donated to the church this year that are 

available to anyone who may have a need for them.  One of them is prelit and the other is not.  

Both have only been used this year.  If you are interested please let the church know.  We will 

donate them if no one shows interest in the next few days.   



Facts and Figures 

2015 Budget …………………......…. 595,000.00 

Rec’d toward Operating  1/4/2015 ............ 8,720.37 

Year to Date 

Rec’d toward Operating   1/4/2015……..  8,720.37 

Expenditures 1/4/2015 …….…...…...........… 0 

Sunday, January 4, 2015 

           Sunday School …….………… 203 

           Worship………..…....…….….. 239 

Prayer Box 
Members, Active others known Ill or Hospitalized  

Longoria family    Jamie Wright  Talbot family 

Dale Schmidt Phil Bonifield       Betty Dick 

Brehm Family Carrie Attalla         Barbara Gardner   

Lusk Family Dana Carr Larry Watson 

Pavelko Family Margaret Turner  Connie Reed  

Bernie McGowan Candice Criswell Jack McNelly 

Romona McKibben 

St. Mark’s Staff 

Keith Cressman, Pastor 

Patricia Johnson, Associate Pastor 

Becky Roman, Mission & Music Director  

Sharon Hunt, Early Childhood Ministries Director  

Alicia Schneider, Children’s Minister 

Rebekah Cressman  - Student Minister 

Pat Morford, Administrator, Communications 

Christy Kiespert, 8:30 Keyboardist 

Kevin & Jackie Swedlow, 9:45 Leaders of Worship 

Roger Pautsch, 11:00 Organist 

Phillip Bond, Accountant  

Crystal Barlow, Custodian 

 

Richard Bassett 

Alice Bentin 

Nick Brown 

Jerry Calvert 

Sarriah Clay 

Bravery Clemenceau 

Mary Collins 

Keith Cressman 

Letha Davis 

Vonnie Deal 

Jennifer Fallon 

Joely Ferguson 

Royden Freeland 

Barbara Gardner 

Lorna Garner 

Lauren German 

Josiah Grisham 

Kathy Hamilton 

Kalen Hancock 

Tristan Hickman 

Cody Hunt 

Joy Imel 

Ella LaPat 

Brian LaPat 

Daisy LaPat 

Shelley Meisenburg 

Austin Miller 

Merrick Mullin 

Houston Norvell 

Will Parker 

Valerie Pautsch 

Cheryl Pavelko 

Dylan Reimers 

Ezra Riverol 

Ethan Sandburg 

Samuel Schneider 

Iva Smith 

Dale Stafford 

Ella Stiffler 

Chris Teague 

Viva Thompson 

Chris Ulmer 

T.J. Weeks 

Rita Wurzer 

8140 NW 36th, Bethany, OK  73008   

405-789-9033                                      


